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western world, whose commands would be obeyed
from Sicily to the shores of the Euxine. In that
case the men who had made Athens would have
a harvest of immortal glory, and if they lived to
see their work done, would be the most enviable of
men, rewarded by praise, wealth, and power. The
vision quickened those who beheld it to immortal
action.

It would seem, accordingly, that we must start
upon any examination into the causes that modify
character with the postulate that several and perhaps
even many races are inherently energetic; and
though they may be depressed for a time by foreign
conquest, or by poverty, or by bad government, as
the modern Italians were for centuries, it is never
safe to predict that they have lost the power to rise
again. Another important consideration is, that
some institutions which seem to crush originality in
one direction, may be found to favour the forma-
tion of a strong character in another. The influence
of every Church, Christian or otherwise, is to dis-
courage examination of those truths which it teaches
as fundamental. It allows the intellect of its fol-
lowers to be apologetic, explanatory, and, it may be,
even complementary, but forbids it at all hazards to
be critical. Beyond this, every Church is tempted
to compromise with human frailty so long as its
own supremacy is recognised. It often, almost
habitually, prefers the immoral man, who gives it
no trouble, to the moral man, who is always fingering
his conscience and doubting how far the Church
system is adequate. To a considerable extent,
accordingly, the Churches proscribe independence of
speculation, and weaken the springs of character by